
BLUE EARTH COUNTY, MN
  Information based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farms
  Number 1,037 1,091 1,280
  Acreage 403,362 383,373 401,557
  Average size (acres) 389 351 314
  Median size (acres) 258 N N

Estimated market value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 738,013 494,516 299,278
   Machinery/equip (dollars) 112,776 88,625 68,947

Cropland (acres)
  Total 370,410 353,929 366,644
  Harvested 356,956 330,852 302,172
  Irrigated 610 429 1,019

Agricultural products sold - market value
  ($1,000) 221,470 126,088 111,041
  (dollars avg. per farm) 213,568 115,571 86,750

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 67,502 19,780 19,394

Livestock inventory (number)
  Cattle and calves 17,408 18,698 20,847
  Beef cows 1,558 1,537 1,911
  Milk cows 1,563 2,116 2,157
  Hogs and pigs 325,829 183,940 153,269
  Sheep and lambs 2,083 2,582 3,985
  Layers 13 wks or/older D D 59,034
  Broilers and chicken (sold) 445 1,626 1,681

Harvested commodities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 170,142 166,337 129,083
  Corn, silage or green chop N N N
  Sorghum, grain or seed N N N
  Wheat 1,054 1,583 3,909
  Barley D 60 207
  Oats 935 1,428 2,977
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed 0 0 355
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 176,854 151,209 153,742
  Dry edible beans, excl limas N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 6,527 4,832 8,221

Vegetables
  Number of farms N N N
  Acreage N N N



BLUE EARTH COUNTY, MN CONT.

Orchards
  Number of farms N N N
  Acreage N N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant amount.
  D-Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farms.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


